Periodontal disease in cats

(a common form of dental disease)
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most common disorder

2,780
affected cats
(15.2%)

Maine Coon

Risk factors for periodontal disease

Age
(risk compared to cats
aged under 3 years)

3 to < 6 years
6 to <9 years
9 to < 12 years

The average age of cats with
periodontal disease (9.47 years)

was higher than cats without

periodontal disease (4.94 years)

aged

12 to < 15 years

= 15 years

Cats weighing 4.0 to

7.0kg had higher risk of
periodontal disease than
cats weighing under 3kg

What disorders are linked to periodontal disease?

at least one
other disorder

disorders

lowest

* road traffic accident (x 0.34 risk)
e traumatic injury (x 0.40 risk)

highest associations

Cardiac dysrhythmia
Hairball/furball
Haircoat disorder

Ear discharge

Cat flu
Thin

Conclusions

The high risk of
several other health
conditions linked with
periodontal disease in cats

| suggests that periodontal
emphasis on dental care disease may seriously

and health in cats as they reduce overall health in
age. cats.

Aging is the strongest
predictor of periodontal
disease in cats, suggesting
the value of increased

Analysis
accounted for
effects of purebred
status, adult
bodyweight, age,
sex-neuter, and
veterinary group

Chronic kidney failure
Obesity/overweight

Hyperthyroidism
Heart murmur

This study
largely confirms
periodontal disease as
a leading health issue in
cats and flags the growing
value of big data resources
such as VetCompass to
increase our overall
understanding of feline
health at a population
level.

Tips for brushing cats’ teeth:

routine

veterinary/cat toothpaste

gradually

vet
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