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Quality improvement using a case study for canine dystocia
in emergency-care practice

Clinical audit

This study describes the planning, implementation, outcomes and evaluation of a clinical
audit process for the management of in UK small animal emergency-
care practice. Other veterinary practices can use these methods to support their clinical
audits and the results as benchmarks to evaluate their management of canine dystocia.

How to conduct a clinical audit

4. Planning

Eight steps to
your first
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A case study of clinical audit:
canine dystocia
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Electronic Patient Records from
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4. Planning

Nine variables relating to
clinical management of canine
dystocia cases were selected
for assessment

Conclusions

This study
demonstrates the
feasibility of veterinary
clinical audit. The
application of the
clinical audit process
promotes learning
within the veterinary
team and improved
clinical outcomes.

The methods and
template can serve
as a helpful tool for

others wishing to plan,
implement, analyse

and review their own
clinical audits.

The results can serve as
a benchmarking tool to
evaluate management
of canine dystocia
within veterinary
clinical practice.
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