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Comparing undesirable
behaviours between ‘designer’
- Poodle-cross dogs and their
y purebred progenitor breeds

An online survey was
used to explore ownership
experiences of poodle-
crosses and their
purebred parent breeds.

The survey was promoted
through social media and
veterinary organisations
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Valid responses
were analysed

** poodle types: Miniature (n=352), Standard (n=315) and Toy (n=260)

Results:

54.2%%_

of undesirable behaviour comparisons
differed between the three Doodle » “‘ «
breeds and their parent breeds

Of the comparisons that differed, designer-crossbreeds
exhibited...

e More undesirable behaviours in 82% of behaviour scales
e Less undesirable behaviours in 18% of behaviour scales

Compared to their non-Poodle parents, Cockapoos, Labradoodles
and Cavapoos exhibited more of these undesirable behaviours:
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With the exception of better trainability in
Cavapoos compadared to their parent breeds, the
Labradoodle was the only designer-crossbreed

to show less undesirable behaviour than its
purebred parents in >1 behaviour comparison.

Doodle owners were more likely to use non-

Q I professional training resources such as social
@ media and advice from family and friends than
| l purebred parent breeds. These sources have the

potential to be highly variable in quality and may
be misleading.

Click to read full study

Bryson GT, O'Neill DG, Belshaw Z, Brand CL, Packer RMA (2026) Comparing undesirable behaviours
between ‘designer’ Poodle-cross dogs and their purebred progenitor breeds. PLoS One 21(2): e0342847
RVC VetCompass https://www.rvc.ac.uk/vetcompass carries out welfare research based on anonymised clinical

information shared from over 30% of UK veterinary practices. We are very grateful to the owners and veterinary
professionals who contribute to VetCompass research.
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https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0342847
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/vetcompass
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