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Acute diarrhoea in dogs under
primary veterinary care

in the UK
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Acute diarrhoea is a common reason for seeking veterinary care
for dogs in the UK. The condition can severely affect the welfare
of affected dogs and also lead to stress for their owners.
This study aimed to report the frequency, risk factors and clinical
management for acute diarrhoea diagnosed under primary
veterinary care in the UK in 2019.
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Breeds with highest frequency

Cavapoo Maltese Miniature German American Rottweiler Yorkshire

Poodle Shepherd Bulldog Terrier
dog
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The most common veterinary treatment or clinical management for
acute diarrhoea cases were probiotics (59.6%), dietary management
(44.0%), antibiosis (38.2%) and maropitant (24.0%)

The most commonly recorded suspected explanation for the acute diarrhoea
were scavenging/dietary indiscretion (9.5%), gastroenteritis (8.1%), colitis (4.6%),
reaction to NSAID therapy (4.6%) and dietary change (4.6%)

Overall, 29.3% (around 3-in-10) diarrhoea cases showed blood in the diarrhoea.
The most common other clinical signs recorded along with the diarrhoea were
vomiting (44.3%), reduced appetite (27.7%), lethargy (24.2%), abdominal
pain/discomfort (13.4%), fever (8.7%) and dehydration (7.8%).
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Flat-faced
(brachycephalic) breeds
had reduced risk
compared with
mesocephalic breeds

The pastoral Kennel Club
breed group showed 1.26
times higher risk compared to
breeds not recognised by the
Kennel Club

The risk of diagnosis with acute
diarrhoea were strongly age-related,
rising in dogs aged under 3 and in dogs
aged over 9 compared to dogs aged 4 to

S years
Conclusions

This study confirms that acute diarrhea is a common clinical
condition in dogs receiving primary veterinary care, affecting1in
12 dogs each year. The identified breed predispositions suggest a

genetic component to the condition.

The outcomes following veterinary treatment are generally positive,
with over 80% of acute diarrhea cases not requiring a follow-up visit.

However, the frequent use of antibiotics raises concerns about
unnecessary antibiotic therapy for this condition, despite years of

recommendations against it.
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