What are the most common disorders
diagnosed in dogs in the UK?
STUDY SUMMARY
This study explored all diagnoses recorded in a single year (2016)
in the veterinary clinical records of a random sample from 905,543
UK dogs in the VetCompass Programme.
Number of dogs
randomly sampled
Percentage of dogs
diagnosed with at least
one disorder each year

22,333

65.8%
Average age
of dogs

4.4

Each dog had
on average
one disorder
diagnosed per
year
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Anal sac impaction
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Males had higher risk than
females for 10 disorders:
ear infection, aggression,
coughing, seizures, foreign
body, drug reaction,
moist dermatitis, wound,
laceration and arthritis.
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Older dogs were
much more likely
to be diagnosed
with problems
than younger dogs.

Females had higher risk
than males for 4 disorders:
urinary incontinence,
urinary tract infection,
mammary lump and
overgrown nail(s).
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RVC VetCompass https://www.rvc.ac.uk/vetcompass carries out welfare research based on anonymised clinical information
shared from over 30% of UK veterinary practices. We are very grateful to the owners and veterinary professionals who contribute
to VetCompass research.

