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Ithough one of the
most common
diseases of dairy
. and beef cattle
Wthroughout  Eu-
rope, many herds put up with
the unseen losses BVD
(bovine viral diarrhoea) caus-
es which range from immuno-
suppression to poor fertility,
problems with late abortions
and stillborn calves through to
‘weak and sickly calves.

The impact of BVD on calf
health is of particular interest
to vet Richard Knight from
Westmorland Vet Group,
Kendal.

Viable calf

He says: “As a practice, we
see the full mix of dairy and
suckler herds ranging from
high input high output to
more extensive,” Mr Knight
explains.

“But, at the heart of all sys-
' tems is the production of a
successful, live and viable
calf. Without that, whatever
the system, herd performance
will always be compromised.”

Record keeping will allow
managers to - determine
whether or not the rate of live
births is on target. And, as Mr
Knight explains, there are key
signs to look out for once a calf
is born which may indicate BVD
is a problem in a herd.

“Many of us will have seen a

poor doer calf, maybe it is

.scouring, perhaps pneumonia

has taken hold or sometimes
it may appear to have poor
sight and limb-problems,” he

~ says. “These are all critical indi-
- cators to look out for.”

Immune response

Respiratory problems are .-

extremely common in BVD-af-
fected herds. “The virus com-
promises the calf’s immune
response to the bugs which can
cause pneumonia, meaning it is
more likely to take hold. If your
medicine records show the
widespread use of antibiotics to
manage calf pneumonia, it may
be worth investigating the
cause in more detail with your
vet.”

Some Quick at-a-glance
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checks on either live calves or
those aborted late in pregnan-
cy can also indicate a BVD
problem:

# Legs which have difficulty
straightening.

& Misshapen neck or head.

# Calves off their back legs due
to spinal chord malformations.
# The head appearlng to tip
back.

& Overly small.

& Skin covered in lesions which

look like cuts or grazes.

Live calves may also show:
# Cataracts.

& Blindness in one or both
eyes.
# Small eyes.

“Any of the signs listed above
are red flag warning signs BVD
could be a problem; the best
advice is to get your vet
involved to undertake some
diagnostic work and help for-
mulate a plan,” Mr Knight says.




