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»lnconsnstent

approach to disease |

. of, with more than per cent of
respondents havin herdhealth
planwhich incorporated BVD.

“However the survey also
showed much work needs to be
donein providing practical advice

about how farmers tackle the

virus in their herds.
“What is deeply concerning is

farmers 1 may be aware of BVD,
there appears, on thisevidence, to
be a disconnect between aware-

detection and then eradication of
infection fromtheirherd”
Persistently infected
One of the most significant find-

ings of the report was the attitude
of farmers towards testing and

49 per centof farmer: ioned

ul failure to identify per-

had nottested their herd for BVD
in the last 12 months and of those

whodid, 83 per centdidnotgoon

sistently infected (PI) livestock
within their herd.
Professor Joe Brownlie from

.  For your nearest dealer

ptease contact:
Northern England & Scotland
Gazdon Brodie - 07799 905130

James Russell

‘adnottestsdthelrherdforBVBinthe . <
tg ontotsstthelryaungsteek .

the Royal Vetermary College and
current chairman of the BVD sci-
entific and technical working
group, said it was a worry 39 per

~ cent of farmers who found BVD

presentin their herd did not then

goontotestfor PI's. :
“Of the 61 per cent of farmers

who did do follow up tests for PI’s

once BVD had been,detectedin
their herd, one-third found one or

‘more PI'swithin the stockholding.

“However, one-third of farmers
who identified having active BVD
infection in their herd then failed
to go on and carry out individual
animal testing; of those who did,
nearlyhalf discovered one or more

Guardian|NSA/Texel
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Enquiries 01265 826680

www . birchfarmplastics.co.uk

you
testing as part of an agreed herd
health plan”

The: surveyalsomdxcaxedaman
needed to be tak -
farmers aboutw t to do once
BVD and, most sxgmﬁcantiy PI's
arediscovered among a herd.

“There is much evidence from
this survey to encourage the in-

~ l"rof Joe Brownlie

p

correct and canlead to:

of the disease being allowed to
remain not only within individual
herds, but geographical regions as
well; seriously hindering the erad-
icationof thevirusin England and
Wales 2

THE winner of the Farmers
Soctety
sheep stockjudging competition is
Robert Gowling, Little Oxendon
Farm, Market Ha.rborough,

Sheep StOijUdging winner

to B. Excellent carcase and end.
“X - Good carcase and good
frame, lacks breed character.
“Y - Good character, although
back andlegs disappoint.” .
ng: £250 plus .

'mprovmg your beﬁtom line
EID readers for sale or hire.




