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University of London External System
Postgraduate Certificate in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health 

Programme Specification 2008

	General Information
	

	Programme title
	Postgraduate Certificate in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health

	Final award
	Master of Science

	FHEQ level of final award
	Masters ‘M’ level

	Associated programmes (including short courses)
	MSc and Postgraduate Diploma

	FHEQ level of associated award(s)
	Masters ‘M’ level

	Awarding body
	University of London

	Lead College
	Royal Veterinary College

	Programme Director
	Dr Ayona Silva-Fletcher

	Mode of study
	Distance learning

	Programme accredited by
	N/A

	Programme started
	2008 

	Study year start date 
	February

	Relevant QAA subject benchmarks
	N/A


	Registration period
	The minimum period of registration is one year.

The maximum period of registration is five years.

	Average time to graduation
	No data available

	Teaching Institution attendance required?
	No


	Admission Details
	

	Intake quota
	N/A

	Admissions requirements
	In order to be eligible to register for the Postgraduate Certificate, a student must have a degree or a technical or professional qualification and work experience considered appropriate and relevant by the University.
All applicants must provide evidence of their English language ability. Applicants whose first language is not English must provide documentary evidence acceptable to the University that the applicant has, no more than three years prior to the application, 

either

been educated in English (minimum 18 months),
or

worked in English (minimum 18 months), 

or

passed a test of English proficiency acceptable to the University of London within the past three years - for example IELTS with an overall score of 6.5 with a minimum of 6.0 in each sub-test or TOEFL score of 580 (or 237 in the computerised test) plus 4.5 in the Test of Written English (TWE)/Essay rating.
The students are also required to meet the appropriate computer hardware and software requirements given in the Student Handbook.

Refer to the MSc, Postgraduate Diploma and Postgraduate Certificate in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health Programme Regulations which are reviewed annually.

	Possible exemptions

Exemptions are given to students who have qualifications outside the University of London; students will be exempt from subjects but no mark will count.

There is currently a limit on the number of exemptions that can be awarded - up to one third of a degree.
	None

	Credit and transfer/progression arrangements

Credits are given to students who have University of London qualifications; students can be credited with the same or equivalent subject previously passed and the mark they achieved will carry.
	Applications for credit from students and graduates of the University of London will be considered on a discretionary basis.
In order to be able to progress from the Postgraduate Certificate in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health, to the Postgraduate Diploma, or MSc in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health, students must normally obtain a pass at the required level in each of the two Postgraduate Certificate courses and receive a recommendation from the Examiners that they may proceed to the remaining courses of the respective diploma or degree.

In order to be able to progress from the Postgraduate Diploma in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health, to the MSc in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health, students must normally obtain a pass at the required level in each of the four Postgraduate Diploma courses and receive a recommendation from the Examiners that they may proceed to the remaining courses of the respective diploma or degree. 
Students who successfully complete the assessment for one or more of the 240- hour short courses may be considered for progression to the following related awards:

· Postgraduate Certificate, Postgraduate Diploma and MSc in Livestock Health and Production

· Postgraduate Certificate, Postgraduate Diploma and MSc in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health

Students who are permitted to progress may be credited with a maximum of two relevant 240-hour short courses if transferring to the Postgraduate Diploma or MSc degree, or one relevant 240-hour short course if transferring to the Postgraduate Certificate.


	Programme Outcomes
	

	Distinctive features of the Programme
	This programme is offered by one of the leading veterinary schools in the UK. 

The programme builds on the School’s expertise but also draws on contributions from others in the field.

The programme has a world wide relevance.

	Possible routes to further study
	In order to be able to progress from the Postgraduate Certificate in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health, to the related Postgraduate Diploma or MSc degree, students must normally pass at the required level in each of the courses taken.  

	Possible graduate employment routes
	This programme provides animal health specialists, epidemiologists and public health specialists with an understanding of the conceptual basis of veterinary epidemiology and public health.


	Programme Content and Structure
	

	Learning aims, objectives

and intended outcomes
	The programme aims to provide students with:

· An understanding of the role of veterinary epidemiology and economics in the design and delivery of effective livestock services.

· Knowledge on risk analysis approach in food safety and how human health can be protected through control of zoonotic diseases.



	Learning and teaching methods, including support, guidance, materials provided and study requirements 
	This programme is designed so that the student is provided with all the materials that are needed to study for the Postgraduate Certificate. There is no need to buy textbooks or locate journals.

Each student is provided with:

· a Study Guide for each course studied (containing directed learning notes) 

· a Reader (containing photocopied journal articles and book chapters)

· textbooks for certain courses; 

· videos for certain courses; 

· CD-ROMs for certain courses and 

· Sample past examination papers and Examiner's Report where available.

· a Student Handbook (providing information on key points of contact and study technique); 

In addition to the above, each course is assessed by one three-hour unseen written paper containing essay and/or short answer questions (80%) and a written assignment (20%).

Students are also offered tutorial support for academic matters through the Distance Learning Office at the Royal Veterinary College.

Students also have access to:-

· a Virtual Learning Environment (VLE), where students can contribute to a discussion board and join tutorial groups;
· an on-line library, which incorporates both electronic journals and databases;
· a student-to student network - this allows registered students to communicate with each other and to provide mutual support.

	Programme structure
	The Postgraduate Certificate in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health consists of two compulsory core courses.

Refer to the MSc, Postgraduate Diploma and Postgraduate Certificate in Livestock Health and Production Programme Regulations that are reviewed annually.

	Syllabus
	The Postgraduate Certificate consists of two compulsory core courses:

1. Epidemiology and Animal Health Economics
2. Veterinary Public Health

	Programme Regulations
	Refer to the MSc and Postgraduate Diploma in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health Programme Regulations that are reviewed annually.

http://www.londonexternal.ac.uk/current_students/general_resources/regulations/index.shtml

	Assessment methods, including the proportion of the different methods used
	Each course will be assessed by a three-hour unseen written paper, which may contain both essays and shorter questions.
Students will also be required to submit up to three compulsory written assignments per course, the highest mark of which, will count as part of the formal assessment. 
The mark awarded for each course will be based on both the written paper and the written assignment(s) weighted in the scale 80:20. 

Any requirements to be completed to permit entry to the examination
All candidates must have been completed and, been assessed in, at least one Tutor-marked assignment prior to the examination.
Refer to the MSc, Postgraduate Diploma and Postgraduate Certificate in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health Programme Regulations that are reviewed annually.

	Marking scheme and classification criteria
	The Postgraduate Certificate will be awarded with a grading of Pass and Fail. The award is normally given on the basis of achieving marks within the appropriate range. Examiners have complete discretion to take into account the student's overall performance.

Mark range
Class Equivalent

50+

Pass

0-49 Fail

Each component (i.e. Tutor-marked assignment and  written examination) will be marked out of 100 according to the following scheme.  

Mark out of 100

50 or over

Pass

40-49

Fail

30-39

Bad Fail


<30


Very Bad Fail

Marking scheme for examinations

Individual written examination questions shall be marked 0 - 10 according to the following broad guidelines:

10
Perfect

9
Almost perfect

8
Excellent 

7
Very good

6
Convincing pass

5
Minimum adequate pass

4
Definite but not a bad failure

3
Bad failure

2
Very bad failure

1
Almost no competent response

0
Not answered or no competent response

Detailed marking guidelines approved by the Academic Board in 1999, amended in 2001, will be provided to all Examiners.

The total for each paper will be adjusted pro rata to a mark out of 100.

Marks for Tutor-marked assignments

The marks awarded for individual pieces of assignments will be returned to students according to the following scheme:

Marks/10

Marks/100

Perfect

10

>75

Almost perfect

9

Excellent: distinction standard

8

Very good: merit standard

7

65-74

Convincing pass

6

55-64

Minimum adequate

5

50-54

Definite but not bad failure

4

40-49

Bad failure

3

30-39

Very bad failure

2

<30

Almost no competent response

1

Not answered or no competent response

0

Allocation of marks
The final percentage mark will comprise the following contributions from the various components:

Written exam papers  

80%

Tutor-marked assignment (TMA)
20%

Requirements to Pass Overall 

The total number of marks for the written papers and Tutor-marked assignment will be scaled and summated, and converted to a percentage.  Candidates’ marks will be moderated by the External Examiners.

The overall result will normally be determined by the candidate’s combined percentage mark over all parts of the Examination, though, in extreme cases, examiners will be at liberty to fail a candidate who has performed particularly poorly in specific components.  

Candidates will be expected to achieve an overall average mark of 50% to pass the examination.  

Compensation between components is permissible in determining the award of Distinction or Merit, which shall normally be based upon the candidate’s overall percentage mark, irrespective of the marks obtained in individual components.

Consequences of failure

A candidate whose mark at the first attempt is below 50% will be deemed to have failed the examination.

Classification

A candidate who obtains an overall mark of 50% or more will be awarded a pass.    

Disclosure of marks

Each candidate will receive individual notification of attainment in the Pg Diploma in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health Examination according to the Instructions for the Conduct of Examinations and Assessments for the Degrees of MSc and MVetMed. (Query why MVetMed included?)
Dates of examinations

The written examinations will be held in October. Tutor marked assignments can be submitted anytime during the year leading up to the examination.

Refer to the MSc and Postgraduate Diploma in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health Programme Regulations that are reviewed annually.

	Estimated study hours overall
	240 notional study hours per course and 480 notional study hours in total for the Postgraduate Certificate.


	Intellectual development 
(rational of progression through programme)
	A. Knowledge and Understanding of:
· Concepts of epidemiological investigations and to use economic methods in animal health and production.
· Statistical methods used in veterinary epidemiology to analyse data

· Spatial data analysis methods to interpret geographic data

· The role in the protection of human health through the safe production of foods of animal origin, control of zoonotic disease and environment.
· Future livestock development and to provide the tools to analyse the issues confronting producers, their advisers, planners and policy makers.
· Appropriate husbandry for different animals in diverse environmental and socio-economic conditions.

· Disease surveillance programmes and the tools that can be used to assist decision making in relation to disease control and prevention.

B. Cognitive (Thinking) Skills:

· Planning

· Logic and reasoning

· Comprehension

· Visual and auditory processing

· Long-term memory

C. 

Practical skills:

· Analyse epidemiological data and interpret them clearly

· Display spatial maps using geographical information systems software

· Perform Risk analysis and build and analyse Risk models using @RISK software

· Scientific skills, including critical review of the scientific literature.

· Decision making skills to analyse animal health problems at farm and national level.  

D. 
Key Skills:

· Development of independent learning, taking responsibility for own studies.

· Time management skills.

· Organizational skills.

· Becoming a reflective self-manager, by taking a systematic, analytical, strategic and reflective approach to study tasks. 

· Information gathering and analytical skills to make own judgements about ideas and knowledge.

· Language skills.

· Information technology skills.
· Understanding own strengths and weaknesses and keeping spirits up by positive thinking in an isolated study situation.



	Quality Assurance
	

	Particular indicators of quality
	In the 2001 Research Assessment Exercise the Royal Veterinary College received a rating of 5 within the Unit of Assessment 17 (Veterinary Sciences).  This indicates that the quality of research at the Royal Veterinary College is internationally competitive. The next Research Assessment Exercise report is due in December 2008.

	Methods of assuring, evaluating and improving quality and standards of the programme
	The University of London statute 66 (2), states that: ‘Candidates granted degrees and other awards shall have attained the same academic standard irrespective of mode or place of study or examination.’ Degrees and Diplomas awarded to External students are, therefore, examined to the same standard as those granted to Internal students of the University. 

In support of this statute, the External System and individual Lead Colleges share responsibility for ensuring the quality of External provision. The Quality Assurance Framework for the External System defines this shared responsibility and covers areas including: 

The bidding process

External Systems must undergo validation & approval under Lead College mechanisms and with reference to national QAA benchmark statements. 

Student and programme management 

This includes the admission, registration and progression of students, establishment of assessment procedures and appointment of boards of examiners. 

System wide matters 

Academic policy and development is the responsibility of the External System Lead Colleges Committee, the membership of which is made up of representatives of all the Lead Colleges at Vice-Principal level. The qualifications framework for External Systems outlines the different levels of undergraduate and postgraduate study and the awards which may be made to External students. 

Systematic reporting and the review process
External Examiners make annual reports on assessment procedures and standards set and achieved. Annual Programme Reports provide annual summaries of programme information. These reports are considered and acted on as part of an annual review process.  



	Programme validation/approval
	The Postgraduate Certificate in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health was approved by the Distance Learning Course Management Committee 20th March 2007. 
The Graduate School Committee approved the Postgraduate Certificate in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health on 8th May 2007 with the permission of the Learning Teaching and Assessment Committee (which was known at the time as the Teaching and Learning Committee).  
The External System Academic Board approved the RVC’s proposal for the Postgraduate Certificate in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health on 18th May 2007..

	Appointment of External Examiners
	External Examiners for External Programmes are nominated and appointed by the Lead College or Consortium, using approval processes which are parallel with those used for the appointment of External Examiners to Boards of Examiners assessing College-based students.

	Student feedback mechanisms
	External Programme wide student feedback mechanisms are currently under development therefore no standard data is available yet.
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