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Situation at the RVC:
· [image: image1.emf]Student numbers increasing (doubled in last ten years), but in same period caseload has not increased to the same degree in all rotations

· Lack of student satisfaction with the level of feedback they receive and how they’re assessed (see National Student Survey 2008, www.unistats.com)

Our response:

Create a system that is simple to use, and enables students to record and capture cases they see at the RVC hospitals.  The potential benefits would be;

· Reinforcement of a logical approach to solving a clinical case
· Enhanced visibility of student thought-processes to clinicians, and vice versa.  This enables more specific feedback on a students work, and gives students a clearer picture of how they’ll be assessed

· Opportunity to view cases seen previously from an online casebank.  This would benefit students whilst revising, whilst solving clinical cases (in university or in practice) and would be a useful teaching resource

Development

· Phase 1: 
Literature review of case-based learning, problem-based learning, electronic cases, virtual patients and instructional design

Consultation with students, graduates, e-learning staff and clinicians

· Phase 2:
Development of Powerpoint case template, involving iterative process of refinement

· Phase 3
Pilot Study; students record and capture case details as part of a small group within a rotation.  Have guidance from clinicians, and at end of rotation present case to whole rotation student group and clinicians.  Incorporate clinician comments then have case signed off for clinical accuracy by the supervising clinician

Upload of case; 

Best cases edited by e-Learning team and published on VetConnect, a website created and developed by the LIVE centre at the RVC.  The cases are viewed in an attractive flash format and can be searched for easily.

Outcomes:

· Over 25 cases published to VetConnect to date

· System being used by clinicians in small animal, farm and equine rotations

· All current final years students have been exposed to the system

· Second stage of project now being planned, involving embedding of cases in curriculum and repurposing of cases to maximise teaching and learning potential

Contacts

Please contact ctrace@rvc.ac.uk if you have any questions about the project
