Case for Support – Alumni Assistance Fund

This fund is designed to provide alumni with a means to provide essentially financial support for our students for whom financial constraints are an obstacle in danger of preventing them from undertaking or completing their studies.

We would like to be a position to remove the barrier of inadequate financing that can prevent students from pursuing studies and from following their vocation. We are realistic and recognise that we will never be able to wholly subsidise the costs of undertaking a veterinary course, and indeed also believe that if a student makes a financial contribution to their own education they may value it all the more. However we also recognise that studying  - especially studying to be a vet – is expensive. Moreover our students, unlike many others at other universities usually cannot supplement their income through taking part-time jobs as the timetable is too disruptive and the workload too high. Moreover extra mural studies compound the costs for students as they have to fund long periods in comparatively expensive accommodation. 

Hardship

We fund our support for students from a narrow range of sources, but each has its restrictions. For example we receive an Access to Learning  grant that we can use for our UK and some EU students who are in hardship but cannot use for students originating elsewhere. We receive the Access to Learning funds as a block grant from the Government each year and each year our students’ needs exceed the funding provided. Sadly even this grant support is coming to an end in two years and we are not hopeful that it will be replaced (given the Government’s spending squeeze).  Moreover the fund is only available to students with the lowest incomes and often we find that hardship hits those who are just above this threshold as little or no assistance is available to them. 

All RVC hardship-type assistance is means-tested – so we are very sure about the financial status of our students and know that the money really does get used appropriately.

Bursary

Some alumni already also help our students through the Alumnus Association EMS Bursary scheme which awards approximately ten £300 grants each year to help with the expenses of undertaking EMS placements. But we would like to do much more, and with 240 students in each BVetMed year, there is plenty of scope to expand assistance and the Alumni Assistance Fund can do this.

 The RVC would also like to use scholarships to encourage applications from groups that are under-represented in the veterinary professions. In January we hosted a day where HRH Princess Anne visited Camden to see how we are working with Academy Schools to encourage young people from educationally deprived backgrounds to raise their sights, choose science options and aim for university. We send student ambassadors into schools and are working to help them improve science teaching. We are keen to develop teaching materials that use the care and treatment of animals as a lens through which a variety of lessons can be taught – all the sciences, maths, personal social and health education (PSHE) and more. Despite the fact that their schools have historically struggled, these children are no different from any others and amongst them are truly bright and able children who simply have not been recognised as such. Once these young people are ready to apply we would like to offer bursaries to encourage their families who will have no HE experience to support their child and help them get into university. Once again, the Alumni Assistance Fund could be so helpful.

Scholarship

We know that having graduated some of our students have strong research interests and can make a major contribution through research work. We have already funded and co-funded a number of PhDs. In 2007/08 we used voluntary donations to fund seven PhD scholarships at a total cost of £116,675, progressing research in a variety of veterinary fields, including: animal locomotion, drug resistance, spongioform encephalopathies, pituitary cell function and tumour development, and arthritis. 

Funding

The RVC’s ability to help our students in this very direct way is wholly determined by the funds available. The more we have, the more that can be done for them. Other than the Access to Learning grant we use income from legacies provided by generous alumni and often by non-alumni who had reason to value and appreciate the RVC’s work. As we build income for the Alumni Assistance Fund we will report to you on how your funding is being put to work.

Please support the Alumnus Assistance Fund. It can make such an important difference for our students who are in real need and who risk being distracted by money worries from what ought to be the most exciting time in their educational lives.

