Case for Support – Student Enhancement Fund 


This fund is designed to develop and enrich students’ learning and the social environment on campus by providing additional educational or recreational resources.

Student Matched Funding Scheme for Sport Recreation Facilities and SU clubs

Part of this fund is used to help Student Union clubs and societies improve the facilities and equipment they need in order to train and compete at University level.  Students can apply for a matched funding grant for amounts of up to £1,500.  This scheme encourages groups of students to work together to fundraise for items such as competition fees, new kits, sport facility hire fees, team trips, new equipment such as rowing boats and currently the rugby club are initiating a campaign to raise money for floodlighting for the Hawkshead sports pitches.  The fund has seen students organising cake sales, fancy dress evenings and various themed events to raise funds that we can match.

Many of the sports clubs and SU societies do not receive any outside sponsorship and students often have to pay for equipment, fees and kit from their own pockets which is often a struggle with today’s current financial pressures.  

Extra-curricular activity is an important part of college life, especially at the RVC where study is very intense.

Example of Recent Grants:
£942.00 to the RVC Women’s Football Team towards kit for the squad.

Examples of Applications Pending:
Kickboxing Club are holding Eurovision Song Contest night to raise funds for protective equipment and we will match the funds they raise.

RVC Boat Club are having an 8km Fundraising Fun Run around Potters Bar to raise funds to buy 2 new boats (replacing broken ones) – we will match the funds they raise.

The RVC Estate

The college has undertaken a major redevelopment of the Hawkshead campus over recent years.  A large investment has already been committed to flagship new buildings for teaching and research and the Camden Campus has recently been refurbishment in many of its teaching areas.    

The Annual Fund will help support important aspects of re-development by funding areas such as:

· The Installation of plasma screens in the new seminar rooms at the Queen Mother Hospital to allow students to link to cameras in the new operating theatres and watch complex procedures being performed without the need to ‘crowd’ the operating theatres.
· The development of communal student areas such as Hawkshead House and the social space over at Camden.
· Increased reader spaces at the Camden campus.  In the academic year of 2007/08, a new curriculum for the BVetMed course was implemented: encouraging students to follow independent learning, by utilising the library’s books, computers and other learning resources.  This has meant an increase in demand of reader places in the library at Camden and an extension of these provisions to cope with this extra need is required.  Expanding these facilities will make a huge difference to the 1st and 2nd year students and the environment in which they study.

Text Books

At busy times the libraries core textbooks are in heavy demand.  The library has a yearly budget for books, but this does not cover the needs placed upon it and its core publications at busy periods.  Money to this fund will help to buy core textbooks, meaning that students will have less waiting time and they can loan these books over a longer period.  This would release some stress for our students, during their busy times of study.  The average textbook costs between £60 to £80.

Funding

The RVC’s ability to help our students is wholly determined by the funds available.  The more we have, the more that can be done for them. 

As we build income for the Student Enhancement Fund we will report to you on how your funding is being put to work.

Please support the Student Enhancement Fund. It can make such an important difference for our students who are in real need and who risk being distracted by money worries from what ought to be the most exciting time in their educational lives.

