Writing-up fees

For all PhD students moving to writing-up status on or after August 1st 2011

1. For those who have undertaken a 3 year PhD studentship only, the Graduate School will invoice individuals for the appropriate fee 6 months after their registration has been changed to writing-up statusa.

2. For those who have undertaken a 3 year PhD studentship and are moving into writing-up status in their fourth year only, a single fee of £440 (plus appropriate inflationary increase) will be charged unless a student can demonstrate that they are not using RVC facilities and, in very exceptional circumstances, the supervisory team confirms that they are not providing any input, in which case the lower fee of £150 (+ appropriate inflationary increase) will still apply.

3. If any student (regardless of whether a 3 or 4 year student) enters a fifth year and has still not submitted his/her thesis, they will be charged a fee of £1,000. There will be no rebate if the thesis is submitted at any point within the year in question.  The fee will be payable at the start of the 5th and each subsequent yearb. 

4. If a student feels that their supervisor(s) has/have contributed towards the thesis not being submitted prior to collection of a writing-up fee (e.g. not returning work on a timely basis, being absent for long periods of time) this will be a matter for formal complaintc.  If the complaint is up-held, the relevant head of department will be liable to pay the writing-up fee.

Approved by Academic Board, May 2010
aThe start of the writing-up period will take account of any approved interruption or extension to study. 
bAt the May 2010 meeting, Academic Board approved a maximum registration period of 60 months for PhD students (to include the initial MPhil registration period).  This will apply to all those registering for a PhD from Oct 1st 2010.  
cThe complaints procedure can be found on the intranet (in the regulations/procedures section under the students and teaching drop down menu)

All periods of study referred to above will be adjusted, pro-rata, for part time programmes.
