
Canine Acute Pancreatitis

 www.rvc.ac.uk/cic

For further information please contact:  Clinical Investigations Centre,
Royal Veterinary College, Hawkshead Lane, North Mymms, Hertfordshire, AL9 7TA.
Tel: +44 (0)1707 666605, Fax: +44 (0)1707666223, Email: cic@rvc.ac.uk

Introduction
Canine acute pancreatitis is a common and often debilitating disease 
causing anorexia, vomiting and abdominal pain.  The disease is usually 
treated with supportive measure as there are no treatments that have 
shown to improve the outcome in dogs.

The treatment of acute pancreatitis in people is similarly largely 
supportive but studies have shown that modulation of nutritional 
factors can improve outcome.  In particular the provision of the amino 
acid ‘Glutamine’ has been shown to reduce inflammation, decrease length of hospitalisation 
and reduce the risk of complications.  The aim of this study is to investigate whether 
parenteral supplementation of glutamine positively impacts on the outcome of canine acute 
pancreatitis.

Eligibility requirements
All dogs (greater than 12 months of age and 
10kg in weight) with clinical signs of acute (i.e. 
<7 days duration) pancreatitis are eligible for 
enrolment.  Dogs will be excluded if 
concurrent liver, kidney or heart failure is 
present or if the pancreatitis is suspected not to 
be idiopathic in origin (i.e. drug, surgery or 
trauma induced).

Client Incentive
Blood samples including serial haematology, 
biochemistry and both qualitative and 
quantitative cPLI, all free of charge.


