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Atopic dermatitis is a chronic or recurrent allergy-like skin disease affecting dogs from a young
age and is characterised by itch, self-trauma, hair loss, sore skin and/or infection of the skin of
various body parts. This disease reduces the dogs” quality of life and can be very difficult to
manage. It is not curable, and long-term treatment is required to keep these dogs comfortable.
The reason why some dogs develop atopic dermatitis, and what mechanisms operate in the
skin is not well understood but a genetic predisposition appears to exist for this disease.

The Royal Veterinary College aims to collect large numbers of samples from affected and
unaffected Labrador and Golden Retrievers for genetic analysis to investigate the genetic
background of this disease. This will not benefit directly the animals whose samples are tested,
but will help understand the genetic make-up of affected dogs in general, and the Labrador
and Golden retriever breeds in particular. Ultimately, it is hoped that the information derived
from these investigations will aid research into new effective treatment for these dogs, and aid
breeding programmes designed to reduce the number of dogs suffering from this disease.
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How you can help:

. If you own a Golden or

Labrador retriever 7 years of age or

older who does not suffer from

chronic or recurrent itchy skin

disease, you can help by contacting

us for an information and sampling

pack, and by asking your vet to collect a small amount of surplus blood for the study next time your dog
needs a blood sample taken.

. If you think that your dog may suffer from allergic skin disease and would benefit from further
investigation or has already been diagnosed with atopic dermatitis, please contact us for more information.

The blood sample for the study can be obtained at any time when a blood sample is taken or a catheter
is placed into a vein for any other reason. Some life style and health information from affected and
unaffected dogs will also need to be collected.

Note: Your personal data will be strictly confidential. If results of the study are published, no personal
information will be disclosed.

For further information please contact: Clinical Investigations Centre,
Royal Veterinary College, Hawkshead Lane, North Mymms, Hertfordshire, AL9 7TA.
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